.

The George Van Glesen House

(R "omorest Homes tead)

S« Cor. Terrace Avenue and nssex Streetb
Heclzensack, Bergen County, New Jer

bAE
<1 e:r )

HABS-NJ=-680

2orACK
.

FEOPOGHAYTES
PYCAL AND DEZCLTR

ColrPIVE DATA
trict of MNew Jersey

i :fﬂ""l:‘”f ""]
PRSI S § L

EARS

5%
Dis

}M.

Historic
Sey

nu‘ica. 'i'* !

Ead el .- -
f iet Lolecr
Rahvay, Hew

Tevi Jersey

NS )g :;11:“v<*:;
lZQ Ccnur“l Avenue, T



HABS-HJ =680

Page-i

The George Van Giesen House

(Alias Deomarest Homestead) _

Sele Cor, Terrace Avenue and Essex Street#
Hackensaclk,; Bergen County, New Jersey

Cwners: lrs, Ermestine Wallenstein, Krs, Augusta Groen
end Iiss Clara Groen, 895 West End Avenue,
New York City

Ceccupants . Mr, Hiller

Date of Erection: 1780-with alterations 1880~1¢07
Architect:s Unknown

Builder: OJeorge Van Giesen (owner 1780-1792)

Present Condition: Original masonry walls remaing
roof altered for finished 2nd story before
18073 front porch not original., Two rear
additions removed since 1906,

Number of Stories: Two

Mgterials of Constructions

Foundation - stone masonry

Exterior walls - coursed ashlar red sandstone
to eave llne 21l around; frame gable ends

Interior walls - stone party wall and frame
partitions

Chimneys = brick, bullt intoe inside of pgable
end walls

Roof =~ gambrel, originally wood shingled,
now tin covered

Historical Data:

The identification of the original owner of
this house, & factor In determining its date of erection,
has oveen stated variously in published accounts as having
been (1) Stephen Demarest (1780-1834) and (2) George Van
Gisgen (1746-1799). ©Search of title to the property
provides evidence In lavor of the latter, and is reported
as Tollowsa,

#Formerly known as Polifly Road eand Paterson Turnpike,
respectively. - ' '
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By his will dated 4 January 1775 and
proved 10 liay 1783, Reynier Van (Glesen of New
Barbadoes Township, Bergen County, devised his
real estate to his six sonz, 100 Pounds each to
his five daughters, one-sixth of the estate during
her 1lifetime to his wife Antie and appointed his
sons CGerret, Isack, Joha and George as executors.(a)
Apvarently his housc is the one shown and marked
"Wangeesen's" on the northeast side of the road
leading northwest from Hockenssaelr {now Essex Streot)
on Erskine's survey map of 1778-79, a short distance
above the intersection of the Pollifly Road. The
house here surveyed does not appear on that mapet

By deed of 12 March 1786, Garret Van
tlesen and Isasc Van Glesen, both of Dergen County,
conveyved or gultclaimed to (their Lrother) CGeorge
Yan Giesen of some County for 5 Pounds certain tracts
of land ineluding a2 "First Lot" described as "all
those certain lot of land, swamp and meadow situate

»

(a) Abstracts of Wills, publ. in N.J, Archives XXXV,
162, Rewynier Van Glesen, be. 17 Nov, 1704 and vapte
at Bergen, Ke.o. Church, youngest son of Isack Van
Glesen of Dergen, Secaucus and Heckensack, by hisg

1st wife fornelia Hendricks Mlinkerholl, was recelved
as a member of the Hel'. Dutch Chi, of Hackensack,

8 Dec. 1726, mar. there lst 30 lar, 1723

Hendrickje Van Dien, 2nd 26 lar. 1744 Hester (Couwenhoven
and prob. Srd 31 Oct, 1760 Lnnatje Van Winkel, He lived
at Seceucus (Hudson Co.) whére he owned an extensive

tract of land Including Snake Ei1ll, but had removed across
Hockensack RHiver to Wew Barbadoes Township at the date of
his will, 4 Jan. 1775. He was comrigslon a Jdustice of

the Peoce for Bergen Co, 1745-1773, elected to the
Provincial Assecmbly 1754 and 176l., #His childwren by 1lst

wlf., were: Cornelia 1729, Antjc 1730 mer. Dirk ranta, ferret 1732~

1812 of Secaucuss VrouwwtJe 1735 mar, Philip Earl, Isack 1737-
1811, Hendriclk 1759-1812 of English Heighborhood, Willem 174%€,
and by 2nd wife were: Joannes 1744, Joris 1746 of whom
further, Hendrickje 1749 mar, Tssclk Kip, Soamuel 1780, prob,
Cornelis 1752, and Rachel 1753. ("m. #clzon, Eistory of the
City of Fetorson and the County of Passale, New Jersey,

1901, p. 267).

#lep printed and issued by the Bergen County Historical
Society 1920,
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in the Township of New Barbadoes at a place called
and known by the name of Polllifly, between the lots.
of land now In the possession of Lawrence A. AckKermaen,
as by several conveyances thereof made uvntil the
conveyance to Rynier Van Glesen, father of the parties
of these presents, and the will and testement of the
said Van Giesen, deceased,”

Having thereby In 1786 come into possession
of his share in this division of his father's real
estate, Ceorge Van Gicsen(P) who is sald to have
occupied about 1780 the house here considered (being
evidently on the tract apportioned to him as above=
said) held the same and devised it by will proved 1799
to hig sons. Subsecuently, by deed of 28 March 1804,
the sons George and Daniel Van Glesen of Bergen County
conveyed 1t to Peter D. Demarest of English Nelghbor-
hood, Bergen County or $6,000, The tract is therein
described as containing 124 ac¢res and lying in New
Barbadoes Township, bounded southeast by the Fresh
leadow, northwest by land of Dsvid Romine and southwest
by that of Leurence Acikerman, The amount of the
consideration money indicatos the existence of a
considerable house and lrproved farm,

The grantee Peter Demarest was resgiding in
Backensack Township (on the east side of the River
of same name and not to be confused with Hackensack
village on the west side thereof) at the date of his
will, 12 Harch 1812, proved 10 September next, in
which he devised to his son Stephen Demarest "the
lot and tenements where he now dwells at Pollifly

(b) Joris (Ceorge) Ven Giesen, bapt. 19 Oct. 1746

in the Haclkensack R.Ds Che, 2nd son of Rynler Van
Gilesen and hils 2nd wf. Hester Couenhoven, mara.
Bligabeth Smit. In 1785 he and his dbros. Gerret

and Isazc apportioned of 357 a. tract of their

late fatherts on the Secaucus Commuons inc luding
Snalkke Ui1ll. lle resided near Three Plgeons (Hudson
County) but about 1780 removed to Pollifly, oceupying
a2 stone house 8till standing on the Pollifly Hoad
where it turns to Hackensasck. (Nelson clited above

Pe 268), His children were: Hester bp. 4 Apr. 1773,
Jannetje bp. & Apr. 1776, Reyniler bp. 30 Dec. 1778

4. Young, George, Denlel bpe. 23 Feb. 1783 and Rachel
bp. 3 July 1785, (Register of R,D. Ch. Hackensacl,
publ, 1881,)
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in (New) Barbadoes Township", with cedar swamp
and meadow land "where I 31ive in Munackye'.

Stephen Demerest(C) who evidently had
been residing on the former Van Clesen farm (here
considered) sincce his father purchased it for hin
in 1804, continued therson and by his will of 15
September 1834, proved 17 Deccmber next, devised
the use of all his property to his widow llargaret,
and thereafter to his son Feter Demarest, his relrs
and assigns.

{c) Stechen P. Demarest, born 17 December 1780, hapt,
2l Jen,. 1781 at Schraalenburgh, d., 15 or 18 Hov., 1834,
~2nd of the 3 sons of Peter Domarcst and his 1st wi.
Annatlic Ven Hoorn, mar, lst 27 Nov, 1802 at Hackensack
. Ch, Sophla De lott who d, © Mar, 1814 ae. 33, and
removed in 1804 from Bnglish ¥eighborhood te the farm
house still standing on the Pollifly Rozd (in Haclren-
gack)s He masr, 2nd Hergeret Ackerman widow Van
cinkle who de 24 Cet. 1856. DBy lst wf. had children
Peter born & Nov, 1803, 4, 19 July 1805 and John borm
19 Sept. 1806; and by 2nd wrl. hed FPeter 3. born 1b
April 1817, (FM.A. & Well.3. Demarest, The Demarest
FPamlly, 1838 pp. 8% and 150)., Siterhen Demarest, son
of reter Demarest of English Melpghborheood, now in
Hidgelield Twoe, reomoved thence and settled the home=-
steand at Pollifly, now Tereace Avenue and Paterson
Turnpike, confaining some 100 acres which was
inherited oy hils only child Peter 3. Dermarest (Clayton
Elste. of Zergen & Passalc Counties, New Jersey, 12888,
p. 234). Compares- "The ancestors of the Demarest
family in LoGl U@g. camoe here shortly before the
present oentury(“ and located on the present homestead
of the family a2t the junction of the Pollifly road wilth
the Iiackensacl: and Paterson road. The ferm originally
comprised about 200 scres for which Ir. 5tephen Demarest
pald €3000." (Ihid. p. 233)

!

{#) Bearch of title shoews that the ancestor, Stephen
. Demarest, dld not take possession of this former
.- Van Gilesen farm until 1804, The farm lay In that

part of Wew Barbadoes Twpe. set off as Lodl Twp, 1825

and annexed to Hacliensack Town 1896, L.D.C.
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Peter 3, Dema?est(d) only surviving son
of Stephen Demarest abovesasld and devisee of his.
estate, ocouplied tho homestead farmhousc here
considered and by his will of 14 September 186%7,
proved 15 Moy 1868, devised the income of his estate
to his wife Janc during widowhood and to hils minor
daughter Sarah Jane, 211 the residve of the esitate
equally to his children,

By deed of 19 April 1902, Stophen Demsrest
and wife Frances of Brookfield, MMissouri, conveyed
to (his brothers and sisters) Cornelius B, Demarest,
Richerd V.W, Demarcst, MHargaretta Dodd, Sarah J.
Beatty and Jarret B., Demarest, all of Hackensack,
his share in the homestead lot 1n Hew Larbadoes Town-
ship, Bergon County, bounded north by Essex Stroet

(&) Peter 3. Demarest, b, 15 Apr. 1817, 4. 17 Jan,
1887, having mer. 20 Oct, 1841 Jane Bertholf who d,
1901, regided at Pollifly and had issue:; kargaretta
b, 6 Moy 1843, 3tephen b. 19 Febe, 1845; Carret b,

10 Aug. 1847, Richerd b, 12 Kar, 1850, William

be 9 July 1853, d. 31 Mar. 1854, Cornelius 2. b. 31
Aug,. 1855 and Sarsh Jane be 29 Jane 1858, (The
Domarcst Family, cited zbove p. 222). "in the corner
vhere Essex Sbreel orozses the Folllifly Road, or
Perrace Averuie as it 1s known, stands a stone housse
which is known as btho Demarest place., Hecent re-
modellings have destroyed much of 1lts ancient appeanr=
ANCEeevessasthe property on which the Demarest house
stands has rccently been made into building lots, and
cventually the plcturéesgue stone house will fall a
prey to the mania for luprovement whiich nas caused
the destruetion of so meny of the historic homesteads
of the county”. (Papers & Proceedings of The Bergen

7.

Cl Hj-s. SOO' }I‘IO. 4.’ 190)7“"8, ppp 84-85, by I‘;t T'z. All‘bee).

Peter S., only child of Stephen Demarcst and Liis 2nd
wie. llargaret Ackerman, widow Van inkle, was born on
the homestecd settled by his father at Pollifly, 18
April 18173 there s=pent his 1ife as a farmer and dled
17 Jan. 1867, His wife l1ls Jane daughter of Garret
Berthold and Sa2lly Mycrs of Hackonsack Tavnship, and

she survives her husband and resides upon the homestead.

The stone house erected by the family (sic), situated on
Terrace Avenue, commends a fine view of Hackensack and-

the surrounding country. (Clayton, cited above ).
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and east by Polifly Road, and they in turn passed
title to their sister, largaretta Dcdd of New
Barbadoes Township by thelr deed of 24 August 1806,
she evidently then residing on the homestead there.
The last named asg a widow, sold lots noe 1 to 6,

9, 16 and 30 into which the farm in Hew Barbadoes
Townshly had been divided,# to Solomon A, Zroen

of KManhattan, H.¥.C., by her deed of 8 February 1907,
the 9 lots forming a tract having a frontage of 150
feet on Terrace Avenue and cf 102,72 on the south
side of Lssex Street on vhich tract stands the house.

The grantee was residing In New Barbvadces
on 31 March 19124 the date of his will (proved £9 Nov,.
1926) in which he names his wife Auvgusta Sroen and
minor daughters Ernestine and (Clara as helrs; and
these three main as owners at the +time cof our survey
of the house in 1940, during tenancy of a lir. lliller,

Reference:
Search of title in land and nrobate
reccords of Bergen County by Joseph

Renenati, L.A.B.5, abstractor, reported
15 Janpuary 1841

=Y,

Supervising Listorian

SEﬁEOUR WILLYAL S, FeleTl A,

District Officerx

# See Yeter S, Demarest estate map no. 1028, filed
in office of Bergen County Cleork 24 Sept, 1906,
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